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debarred of their plea. But lie has done no such thing, It
suited his purpose to falsify, wot to discuss tlie conduct of Sir
Elijah Impey; therefore it is that Mr. Thornton revipes the
factious opinions of more than half a century ago ; therefore
it is that he confines Ms researches to the Annual Register,
and Daily Advertiser ; therefore it is that he re$ublishe$ the
libels of Wood/all and Debret, but ctmtiowly abstains from
divulging any one of those numerous exculpatory documents
which lay ready at Jiis hand9 based upon the testimony of
your own Board, and enrolled among the archives of your
own repositories.
Your memorialists having thus, as they humbly conceive,
established their first proposition, namely, that Mr* Thornton
has no right to the plea of an impartial historian, proceed
secondly to. show, that Mr, Thornton has made MmseU
responsible, not only to your memorialists, but also to
your honourable Court, under circumstances alike offensive to
both.
The facts are these.   Shortly after the publication of Mr.
Thornton's first volume, aware that the author was approach-
ing that period which would comprise the proceedings in the
Supreme Court, during Sir Elijah Impey's tenure of office in
India, and apprehending that Mr. Thornton might fall into
the mistakes and prejudices of some who had preceded him,
one of your memorialists called upon that gentleman, and, in
the presence of another of your officials, offered him a copy of
Sir Elijah. Impey's Defence before the House of Commons, a
publication, which, from lapse of years, has become scarce,
and which Mr. Thornton confessed he had not read or even
heard of; he nevertheless declined the ofTer, and accompanied
the refusal with a positive assurance that *f full justice should
be done to the character of Sir Elijah Impey."   It is only
necessary to compare these words with the libel above recited*
to prove that they must have been meant either to deceive or
to insult your memorialist; they were either false or sarcastic;
in either case unworthy of a gentleman, and especially one
upon your establishment.   For at the time of this interview,
on or about the 9th of June last, Mr. Thornton was apprised
that your memorialist had solicited and obtained leave from
your honourable Court, to search the Company's records, in
order to refute the calumnies of another author; * a purpose
which, in a letter communicated by your Secretary, Mr.
Melvill, had been very graciously countenanced  by your
honourable Court; yet Mr. Thornton has done all he could to
thwart that purpose, by adopting the very errors against
* Mr* Macaulay.